
This report prepared by CHNL covers NSR (Northern Sea Route) shipping activities in 2022.  

The main information source for the report is vessels’ AIS data. Information on the amount and type of transit cargo in 

2022 was obtained for each voyage individually from various sources. Total amount of cargo transported along the NSR 

in 2022 is taken from official reports of Rosatom. For today, the usage of other sources of information for checking the 

number of transit passages or transit cargo volumes recorded by our Center is not possible.   

 

The total traffic volume on the Northern Sea Route in 2022 was 34,034 mln t. that is slightly less than the volume in 

2021 – 34,850 mln t. Total number of voyages in 2022 was 2994, made by 314 vessels. 

 

Last year 2021, there were registered 3227 voyages and 414 ships. In the first half of 2022, in the period between January 

and July, the number of voyages per month was higher than in 2021. However, it was fixed the decrease in the voyages 

and ships’ number per month from August to December in comparison with 2021. 

NSR shipping traffic in 2022  



 

 

Judging by the difference in the number of ships per year - 100 vessels, it can be concluded that in 2022, in the summer-

autumn period, fewer ships worked on the NSR, which made fewer voyages. At the same time, we noted an increase in 

traffic in the winter period, that led to the increase of total GRT in 2022 and it was exceeded the figure for 2021.  

In 2022, 314 ships worked on the NSR under 11 different flags. 278 ships were under Russian flag and 36 ships under 

foreign flag. In terms of the ships’ age, almost half of the fleet - 146 ships out of 314 were built more than 30 years ago, 

73 ships are 1 to 10 years old, 46 ships are 11 to 20 years old, and 49 ships are 21 to 30 years old. 

 

Among them are 8 Cyprus, 7 Bahamas, 7 Hong Kong, 4 Marshall Islands, 3 Liberia and 1 ship each under the flag of 

Sierra Leone, Denmark, Panama, and Curacao. The main fleet was LNG carriers - 26 vessels, 3 - bulk carriers, 3 - 

tankers, 3 - general cargo and 1 - supply vessel. For comparison, we point out that there were 414 vessels on the NSR 

under 17 different flags in 2021, among them 116 were under a foreign flag. 



 

The main contribution to the NSR cargo turnover in 2022 was made by LNG transportation. 280 voyages with LNG 

were made from the Sabetta port. In 2021 - 263 voyages.  

 

15 LNG carriers Arc 7 ice class, 6 LNG carriers Arc 4 and 5 LNG carriers with no ice class used in 2022.  



 

There were 32 more voyages to Europe in 2022 than in 2021 and most of them were to the ports of France, Belgium, 

and Spain.  

But the number of voyages with LNG to Asian countries in 2022 decreased by 14 voyages. At the same time, exports 

to China did not change, but there were no deliveries to Japan and South Korea at all. 

 

As per information provided by Rosatom, the total volume of LNG transported via the NSR in 2022 increased by 

1,258 mln t. compared to year 2021.  

 



 

As we do not have details on how total transported cargo distributed, we use “Total GRT” parameter to evaluate 

contribution to NSR traffic of each vessel type.     

 

Transit voyages via the NSR in 2022.  

Total amount of transit voyages in 2022 is 43: 18 in the eastern direction and 25 to the west.  

 

LNG traffic from Sabetta in 2022 



 

Over the last years, there were usually more transits eastward. So, in 2021 there were 85 transit voyages in total and 

among them 48 were to the east and 37 in the west direction. The key distinctive characteristic of the transit navigation 

on the NSR in 2022 is the extremely low quantity of transshipped cargo.  

According to our estimates, the total amount of transit cargo amounted to 41,5 thousand tons (1 281 thousand tons were 

in 2020 and 2 027 thousand tons in 2021). 

  

The vessels with cargo carried insignificant amounts of oil products (8 809 tons in total), fish products (784 tons), 

general cargo (13 675 tons) and containers (6 190 tons). Separately noted the transshipment of a heavy module (12 000 
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tons) for the LNG plant carried by vessel Audax in the beginning of 2022. The voyage started in the late December in 

2021 in China and finished in Murmansk on the 17th of February 2022.  

 

Among other large vessels passed the NSR by transit was tanker Vasily Dinkov (GRT – 49 597, LOA - 257 m) that 

went from Murmansk to China in October-November without cargo.  

 

Also, bulker Egor Letov (GRT – 40 972, LOA – 225 m) passed via the NSR in ballast from the Busan port (South 

Korea) to the Ust-Luga port in August-September.  

 



The nuclear container ship Sevmorput (GRT – 38 226, LOA – 260 m) made 5 transits. The first voyage was the return 

one, without cargo in January-February from Vladivostok to Murmansk. The other 4 voyages were between western 

and eastern Russian ports in the period from July to December. The container ship Monchegorsk (GRT – 16 994, LOA 

– 169 m, belonged to Norilsk Nickel) carried 383 containers that is 6 190 tons, from Nakhodka to Murmansk in 

November.  

24 transits along the NSR were in ballast, without cargo onboard 8 voyages to the east and 16 to the west. Among these 

24: 13 were made by fishing vessels, 1 – by bulker, 2 – container ships, 2 – general cargo, 1 – icebreaker, 1 – rescue 

vessel, 3 – supply vessels and 2 – tankers. 

 

In 2022, there was not a single fully international transit via the NSR, means a transit voyage from one non-Russian port 

to another non-Russian port. The most of transits - 35 - were carried out between Russian ports. The other 8 transit 

voyages were between Russian and foreign ports. Among them 3 were from China to Murmansk, 3 - from South Korea 

to the port of Ust-Luga, 1 - from Kirkenes to Vladivostok and 1 - from Murmansk to China. 

Summing up, it can be stated that there was a sharp decline in the volume of cargo transported in transit via the NSR in 

2022. The predominance of transit traffic inside Russia and almost complete absence of international cargos. 

 

 

 


